
Join us for a very special installation and awards dinner on June 24th.  Please note that this meeting is not held on 
our usual third Wednesday of the month.  In June we will honor two long time members, Marcy Beck and Ann 
Marie Broderick for their significant contributions to our chapter over the last 30 and 25 years respectively; an-
nounce the election results or our 2008/2009 Member of the Year; thank our 2008/2009 Officers and Directors and 
install our new 2009/2010 Officers and Directors.   

 

We are very excited to have ASWA’s National President for 2009/2010, Stacey 
Craig performing this years installation.  Stacy has strongly supported the Or-
ange County Chapter of ASWA during her time on the National Board and we 
are so pleased that she has agreed to perform this year’s installation.  She is 
an outstanding professional and we are excited to follow her lead into the next 
year.   

You simply do not want to miss this month’s dinner meeting! 

Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

Price: $38.00 Members (w/ reservation) 

 $43.00 Late reservations or Walk-in 

 $28.00 Student Members (12 units w/ reservation) 

 $33.00 Student Late reservations or Walk-in 

Guest Prices-add $5.00 to each price listed above 

Time: 6:00pm 

Topic: Installation and Awards Dinner  

Menu:         Chicken Florentine, mixed vegetables,  red bliss mashed                     

                            potatoes, and chocolate fantasy. 

Also available are vegetarian pasta or fruit plate.  Please specify your meal 
preference when you RSVP. 

R.S.V.P. by noon Monday, June 22, 2009 to almiku2@sbcglobal.net or leave a voice mail at (949) 862-0777 

J U N E  D I N N E R  M E E T I N G  

WEõRE GROWING, PEOPLE  A R E  F I N D I N G  O U T  O U R  

N E T W O R K I N G  S E C R E T !  

Join us in welcoming the newest member of the  

Orange County Chapter: 

Stephen Moses  

with Merrill Lynch 

We look forward to being a part of your network! 
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Santa Ana Doubletree Hotel 

201 E. MacArthur Blvd. 

Santa Ana, CA  95815 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

NEW MEMBERõS 

C O R N E R  
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PRESIDENTõS 

F I N A L  M E S S A G E  
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M E M B E R S  
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D A T E S  T O  K N O W  5  
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P L A N N I N G  

M E E T I N G  
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A S W A - W H O  A R E  

W E  A N D  

C O N T A C T  I N F O  
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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

Incoming Board 

Millie Culpepper   

accepted as our ASWA 

National Regional 

Director 

Member reaches 30 

years of ASWA service 

Two chapter VPs nomi-

nated for Member of 

the Year 
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All good things must end and as my term comes to an end, I reflect on my experience, 

in this, my last Presidentõs message.  First, it has been an extreme honor to lead and 

serve you the members of the Orange County Chapter of the American Society of 

Women Accountants and work with the talented women Board Members and Commit-

tee Chairs.  While it seems there is never enough time to do everything I want in life 

and my choices are limited, serving as your President was a definitely a valuable use 

of my time.  I never thought that I would have so many personal challenges during my 

tenure, so it was especially meaningful for the Board to step in to do their part, as well 

as  support me during some trying times.   

Things that I have learned as ASWA President: 

1ñGet to know the histories and personalities of those with whom you work.  I 

learned to whom I could go for specific needs and also when peopleõs busy 

times were. 

2ñBe flexible; officers may be unavailable, your providers may change how they 

work with you, and the go-carts may be more fun than you imagined (Aprilõs 

after busy season event). 

3ñAlways listen to others; even if you donõt agree with them, their voice should be 

heard and sometimes you hear incredible things. 

4ñBut bring a gavel to the Board meeting; all the Board members have so many 

great ideas that it takes the gavel to establish order and to hear everyoneõs 

views one at a time.  

5ñLearn your role and do your best to deliver ð after all, thatõs all you can do.  

6ñRefer to the national website: www.aswa.org , the by-laws and the standing 

rules often. 

7ñYou can never send out enough reminders. 

8ñThat ASWA and this chapter is such a wonderful organization. OK, I already 

knew that; you just added to my beliefs.  

9ñBe grateful. 

And I am grateful to ASWA and must give a heartfelt thank you to my Board members:  

President-Elect / VP: Jennifer Cavender,  

VP Membership: Jennifer Jeanblanc,  

VP Special Events: Lynn Parker,  

Treasurer: Anne Christensen,  

Recording Secretary: Mariana Gutierrez,  

Communications Secretary: Kira Bruno,  

Past President / Director: Alison Aldrich 

Directors: Irene Mack, Diane Ravenscroft, and Brenda Wallingford.   

I also acknowledge and appreciate the committee chairs: Jennifer Avritt, Gail Camp-

bell , Inhee Carter, Karen Cole, Millie Culpepper, Heather Dunn, Dolores Lara , Angela 

Madrid and Erin McMann.  

PRESIDENTõS FINAL MES S A G E  
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Over 40 million professionals 

use LinkedIn to exchange 

information, ideas and 

opportunities 

 

Stay informed about your 

contacts and industry 

Find the people & 

knowledge you need to achieve 

your goals 

Control your professional 

identity online 

 

All members can join our 

LinkedIn ASWA Orange County 

Group at  

www.linkedin.com/groups?

gid=958887 

 

Barbara Steelman,  

 

ASWA President  

http://www.aswa.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=958887
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=958887


ANN MARIE BRODERICKñ25 Years 

Ann Marie joined ASWA on April 23, 1984.  She served as Orange County Chapter President 

from July 1986 through June 1987.  She credits much of her success to ASWA and has a long 

history of connections to other ASWA members including some that are no longer with us, in-

cluding Cathi Alden and Val Hart, who served as role models for her.  She came to ASWA 

through Joyce Johnston and once worked for Orr and Beck.   

Ann Marie went back to school, getting an accounting degree from Cal State Long Beach in 

1983.  She interned at Hughes Aircraft, but wanted her CPA certification, so went to work for 

Bob King, with whom she now shares office space.  Ann Marie loves doing tax work and credits 

Bob King and Marcy Beck with helping her learn that service early on.   She started her own firm 

in the late 80õs. 

The most significant changes to the accounting field are in technology, but she cautions ac-

countants to also master people skills and know how to listen to her clients.  She believes that 

ASWA provides an excellent opportunity to network, develop leadership skills, keep current on 

CPE and have fun.  One of her most memorable times at ASWA was her acting role in a skit 

written by Orr and Beck at a national conference in Los Angeles.  Thank you for your twenty-five 

years of service and congratulations! 

Because we feel so honored by two very special woman who have chosen to serve our Chapter for 

most of their careers, we would like to feature them once again in this months newsletter.  Time is 

an interesting concept and is not simply defined.  According to Wikipedia, òone view is that time is 

part of the fundamental structure of the universe a dimension in which events occur in sequenceé 

the opposing view is that time é is instead part of a fundamental intellectual structure (together with 

space and number) within which humans sequence and compare events.ó  Whichever way you look 

at it, it is an intellectual choice to join and maintain your ASWA membership for life.  Two women in 

our chapter celebrate milestone anniversaries with us and let me share something about both of 

them. 

Both women attribute much of their professional success to ASWA, both have served as President of 

the chapter, and both were honored by our Chapter as Accountant of the Year.  They continue to 

support ASWA and specifically the Orange County chapter.   Marcy Beck and Ann Marie Broderick.  

By the way, we hope to start a new tradition and will honor other long-time members in the future. 

J O I N  U S  J U N E  2 4 T H  T O  C E L E B R A T E  T H E S E  W O M E N  
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We 

wholeheartedly 

thank you for 

your many years 

of service to 

ASWA Orange 

County! 
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Marcy Beck, CPA 

 

MARCY BECKñ30 Years 

Marcy Beck joined the American Society of Women Accountants on May 1, 1979.  She served as an 

Area Director, Chapter President twice, and held various other positions on the Orange County Board 

during her years of membership. She has been a mentor to many over the years, including our cur-

rent chapter President.  She led the pack on attending the national conferences and she has helped 

us to believe it OK to blow your own horn.    

Her parents told her that she came from modest means, but that did not stop her.  She started tak-

ing college classes while still in high school then went on to UCLA, obtaining her bachelorõs degree in 

Economics as she worked her way through college.  She went on to work at a local CPA firm in Bev-

erly Hills before moving to Orange County.  After more than a few exasperating attempts, she finally 

passed the CPA exam and in her own words, òshe had already started thinking about alternative 

career choices.ó   Marcy Beck and Jeanne Orr (Mathiesen) became fast friends and respected col-

leagues through their work at Sparks and Heinly and then sought out ASWA together in search of a 

supportive environment for professional women in accounting.   Then on April 16th, 1981 (yes, in-

deed, the day after tax season!) the two friends founded Orr and Beck, CPAs.  The business contin-

ued for almost 20 years and was eventually sold to other ASWA members. 

Marcy brings commitment, passion and humor to the organization.  When I asked her why someone 

should join ASWA, she quipped òbecause I said so!ó  She went on to say that many of her personal 

successes and all her business successes can be traced back in some way to ASWA.  Marcy and 

her husband, Jeff recently relocated to Indio, however, Marcy continues to come to Orange County 

for work, teaching and ASWA meetings.  Congratulations and thank you for thirty years of service! 



Please welcome our new ASWA Board to 

be installed by ASWA National President 

Stacy Craig at our June Dinner Meeting. 

 

PRESIDENT 

Jennifer Cavender 

PRESIDENT ELECT  

Jennifer Jeanblanc 

1st VP MEMBERSHIP 

Jennifer Jeanblanc 

2ND VP SPECIAL EVENTS 

Millie Culpepper 

3rd VP COMMUNICATIONS 

Kira Bruno 

 

 

 

TREASURER 

Alison Aldrich 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

Heather Dunn 

DIRECTORS:  

Barbara Steelman (past president) 

Maria Beechan 

Irene Mack 

Brenda Wallingford 

me if you have any ideas on future mixers 

or comments. 

Jennifer Jeanblanc 

VP of Membership 

vp.membership@aswaoc.org 

If you had the chance to attend our net-

working mixer on Thursday, May 14th, I 

am sure you would agree that it was a 

great success! I was so excited to see 

such a fantastic turnout of both members 

and non-members at the event. 

It was a great opportunity to make new 

contacts and reconnect with existing 

ones. Thank you to all who helped to 

make this event a success! We plan on 

scheduling another mixer in a couple of 

months, so stay tuned and we will keep 

you posted! Please feel free to contact 

W E  P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T  O U R  N E W   

2 0 0 9 / 2 0 1 0  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

M A Y  M I X E R  A T  T H E  W I N E R Y  

W H O  W I L L  W I N  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R  ?  

The votes are in and we have our results!  But 

itõs a surprise so come out on June 24th and 

see if your favorite nominee will be òcrownedó 

Member of the Year! 

Lynn Parker currently serves as Director of 

Accounting and Finance Services, for Volt 

Workforce Solutions, a full service staffing 

company providing contract and direct place-

ment staffing services for accounting and fi-

nance professionals nationwide.   

Lynn joined ASWA in June of 2007 and imme-

diately became an active part of the organiza-

tion.  She currently serves on the Board as VP 

of Special Events. 
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Lynn Parker 

Volt Workforce 

Solutions 

 

 

 

Jennifer Jeanblanc currently works as a 

Senior Accountant of SOX Compliance & 

Reporting for Physicians Formula Holding, 

Inc., in Azusa, California.    

Jennifer joined ASWA in May of 2007 and 

served on our student committees and 

assisted with our marketing efforts.   She 

currently serves on the Board as VP of 

Membership. 

Jennifer Jeanblanc 

Physicianõs Formula Holding, 

Inc. 

mailto:vp.membership@aswaoc.org


On behalf of the ASWA, we thank 

you for your continued support of 

this professional organiza-

tion.  We are privileged to count 

you among the 4,000 members 

of ASWA nationwide.  Your partici-

pation is vital to the future of 

ASWA, and we are asking you to 

renew your commitment by com-

pleting this year's membership 

renewal.   

One of the objectives of our or-

ganization is to provide a pathway 

to networking and education op-

portunities for our members. The 

importance of networking cannot 

be stressed enough, especially in 

today's unpredictable job mar-

ket.  The Orange County Chap-

ter Board of Directors is cur-

rently working hard in plan-

ning our summer and fall 

events with these objectives in 

mind. 

We also offer opportunities to 

participate in our organization's 

leadership.  We will be looking 

to fill leadership positions and 

committees in the near fu-

ture.  If you have any sugges-

tions or comments you would 

like to share with us regarding 

the organization, events, etc. 

we would love to hear them.   

You can renew your member-

ship online through our  

n a t i o n a l  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.aswa.org.  To log into your 

national account, you will need 

your membership number, and 

if youõve forgotten it, click on 

the òlet us email it to youó link 

or send an email request to 

me, Jennifer Jeanblanc at the 

address below   

Please also take this opportu-

nity to update your personal 

and employment information. 

Please feel free to contact me 

if you have any questions. 

Jennifer Jeanblanc 

vp.membership@aswaoc.org. 

 

Congratulations to Millie Culpepper who was selected and ap-
proved as our 2009/2010 ASWA Regional Director.  She is one 
of 18 National Regional Directors.  Thanks Millie for your will-

ingness to serve ASWA in this capacity.  

  

Your role is a very important one and we are confidence that 

we will be well represented to the National Board. 

I T S  M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E W A L  T I M E !  

C O N G R A T S  M I L L I E  O U R  N E W  R E G I O N A L  D I R E C T O R  

 

Save the Date! 

Orange County Race for the Cure 

Sunday, September 27, 2009 

Registration is now open 

Register at http://www.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?

ievent=310226  

 

Select ASWA Angels - Team #3507  

More details about race day and our tailgate area to follow! 

Bring a friend or 

colleague to 

ASWA.  You 

wonõt regret it. 
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A T T E N T I O N  M E M B E R S ñA N N U A L  P L A N N I N G  M E E T I N G  

N E W S  I N  T H E  O . C .  
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Want to get involved?  Develop your leadership skills? 

And work with a group of outstanding women? We 

would love to have you at our annual planning meeting 

in July.  Here are the details. 

 

Date:        July 18th 2009 

Time:        9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Location:    J. Avritt's office 

              Advantage Placements           

              130 Theory, Suite 200 

              Irvine, CA 92617 

             949-798-1251 

 

Lunch will be provided from Panera - Please see the link 

below for menu options and RSVP to Jennifer Cavender 

at jcavender@hwcpa.com with your lunch 

choice.  http://www.panerabread.com/menu/cafe/  

 

O P P O R T U N I T Y  D R A W I N G  W I N N E R S  

A l l  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  

d r a w i n g  t i c k e t s  t o  t o w a r d  o u r  s c h o l a r s h i p  

f u n d .   S c h o l a r s h i p s  a r e  a w a r d e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  

a n n u a l  

 

Certificate One Pound Seeõs Candies 

Donated by:  Seeõs Candies          Won by:  Donna Bernbrock 

Two Passes Huntington Library, Art Collections & Gardens 

Donated by:  Inhee Carter  Won by: Irene Mack 

$50.00 Gift Card Elephant Bar & Restaurant 

Donated by:  Elephant Bar Won by:  Barb Steelman 

Bottle of Chardonnay   

Donated by:  Jennifer JeanBlanc Won by:  Gail Campbell 

 

What to bring if you have a position as an officer, board 

member or chair: 

 - A blazer for pictures 

 - Your enthusiasm & leadership knowledge 

 - Your job descriptions and a clear understanding of  

    them  

 - Your signed commitment forms 

 - Your position binders  

 - A open mind and new ideas 

 - A goal that you want to accomplish in your positions 

next year and a list of 3-5 critical success factors that 

will need to happen in order to accomplish your goal.   

 

Please remember to meet with your predecessors be-

fore this meeting.  It is crucial that you understand your 

new position and how you can succeed on the 

2009/2010 ASWA Orange County Board of Directors! 

http://www.panerabread.com/menu/cafe/


Mailing Address 

3857 Birch Street 

PMB 169 

Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Phone: 949-862-0777 

E-mail: info@aswaoc.org 

ASWA was formed in 1938 

to increase the opportuni-

ties for women in account-

ing. From our first chapter 

in Indianapolis, we have 

grown to over 100 chapters 

nationwide. Our Orange 

County Chapter #73 was 

chartered in 1960, and our 

members are as diverse as 

the organizations they rep-

resent. Members hail from 

national and local CPA 

firms, private industry, aca-

demia and government. 

They hold a variety of posi-

tions which include part-

ners, CFOs, financial ana-

lysts, and staff accountants. 

We also welcome members 

from related financial fields 

such as benefits consult-

ants and financial planners.  

A S W A  O R A N G E  C O U N T Y   

 

C R E A T I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  W O M A N  

A C C O U N T A N T S  

Check out our website at 

www.aswaoc.org 


