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The C.E. “Breakfast Series” 
CPA Continuing Education 
Sponsored by F500 Advisory Services 

 
Summary:  
A series of four classes providing 12 hours of CE credits to qualified CPAs. Includes 
full breakfast at The Pacific Club, prior to each class. 
 
Sponsor:  
F500 Advisory Services, a leading Investment Management Consultant 
headquartered in Irvine, California. For more than 25 years, the firm has provided a 
broad range of advisory services to high net worth individuals, trusts, pension plans 
and corporations. 
 
Program Content: 
 
Ethics                              Art Berkowitz 
The primary goal of this class is to challenge accounting professionals to recognize 
situations that may not always be black and white violations of rules and regulations. 
Accountants are encouraged to look for ethical situations which may not appear to 
be potential problems on the surface, and to view such ethical dilemmas from the 
vantage point of hindsight or as they would be perceived by third parties.  Most of 
the cases studies rare taken from real life situations, allowing the participants to 
theorize how they might handle these situations themselves, before learning what 
the actual outcomes were.  
 
Accounting Fraud           Art Berkowitz 
This class is designed as a practical guide to assist accountants in industry, 
government and public practice in dealing with the risks of fraud. The course utilizes 
case studies, and contains independent research on the causes of fraud and how 
and why people commit fraud, as well as the latest techniques in managing 
earnings. In addition, this class also: 

 Provides practical situations to help you detect and prevent fraud in small 
businesses & government entities 

 Answers the question, “Can SAS 99 be useful in detecting fraud?  
 Present  findings of the PCAOB and the Association of Fraud Examiners  

IRA -to-Roth                   Jon LaVine 
The Roth conversion floodgates are open! Learn how Roth conversions can trigger 
unintended tax traps and financial problems that are not being addressed in the 
mounds of 2010 Roth conversion information that currently dominates the media. 
Certain tax and planning details should be addressed in every Roth Conversion 
evaluation. Don’t let your clients or you get caught by surprise by attending this 
class and avoid the 15 Roth Conversion Traps. 
 
 
Investment  Fraud          Lance Hicks 
The class explores actual case studies of various investment frauds, in particular 
Ponzi schemes that continue to be perpetrated on unsuspecting and trusting 
investors year after year. Learning to identify “Red flags”, and how to perform 
adequate and in depth due diligence upfront and in advance, will be among the key 
items analyzed and discussed.  Participants will be presented with hypothetical 
“investment opportunities” and asked to perform an analysis of the perceived and 
potential risks thereof, and will also be invited to share their own encounters with 
fraudulent investment activities and discuss what the outcomes were. 
 

 

 Instructors: 
 
Art Berkowitz 
Author, Speaker, Consultant 
 
Jon LaVine 
Founder, LaVine & Associates CPAs 
 
Lance Hicks 
President, F500 Advisory Services, Inc. 
 
Dates: 
 
June 22nd Prof. Conduct & Ethics  
 (4 credits) 
 
July 27th Accting. Fraud Prevention  
 (4 credits) 
 
Aug 24th IRA-to-Roth Conversions  
 (2 credits) 
 
Sept 21st Investment Fraud Detection 
 (2 credits) 
 
Location:  
 
The Pacific Club 
4110 MacArthur Blvd,  
Newport Beach,  CA   92612 
 
Time:   
 
Breakfast from 7:30 – 8:00 am 
All Classes begin at 8:00 am 
 
 
 
 

Cost of Classes 

 All Four Classes $199 

 Ethics & Fraud only $119 

 Individual Classes  $69 each 
 
      Acct. Fraud         Ethics         IRA/Roth 
 
        Investment  Fraud      
 
For more information or questions: 
 
Debbie Stroman    949-502-6807 
dstroman@f500advisory.com 
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Backgrounders: 

 
Art Berkowitz, CPA 

Berkowitz, CPA is a resource for continuing professional education. Using his 30 plus years of experience in public accounting, he now 
develops practical self-study courses for accountants and financial professionals. He also conducts customized accounting, ethics, and 
fraud seminars and workshops across the nation for CPA firms, associations, and corporations. He has presented seminars for the 
Institute of Internal Auditors, the Bank Auditor's Roundtable, the University of Denver, the Hearst Corporation, the Internal Revenue 
Service, Jackson-Hewitt, the National Tax Institute, Western CPE, Practitioners Publishing Company, Mark Dauberman, Person-
Wolinsky, the American Society of Women Accountants, Meeting Professionals International, and more than a dozen state CPA 
societies. 

Jon LaVine, CPA 

LaVine, CPA has been in practice as since 1967.    Today he is the president of LaVine & Associates CPAs, Inc.,  a  full service 
accounting firm headquartered in  Mission Viejo, California.  He is currently a student of Ed Slott’s  “Elite Advisor” program which 
provides highly specialized training in tax, accounting and estate issues involving IRA accounts and assets.   

Lance Hicks 

Hicks has been in the investment management business since 1977, beginning his career as a financial consultant with Merrill Lynch 
and  E. F. Hutton.  In 1984 he founded and became CEO and president of F500 Advisory Services, Inc. an investment advisory firm 
headquartered in Irvine, California.  In conjunction with assets under management at a related firm, he and F500 Advisory handle over 
$300 Million in client assets and accounts.   Hicks is a registered investment advisor (RIA), holds securities licenses through FINRA, 
and possesses life, disability and variable insurance licenses as well as a Certified Financial Planner degree. 

 
Registration and Payment: 

 All Four Classes $199     Ethics & Fraud only $119 

 Individual Classes  $69 each     Acct. Fraud        Ethics        IRA/Roth        Inv. Fraud 
 
Online registration: 
 
1. Login to www.f500advisory.com Click on: For Professionals−Continuing Education−Workshops−CPA Breakfast 
Workshops in Newport Beach 
Fill out the registration form and pay directly through the webpage. 
 
Or: 
 
Mail or Fax Completed Form with: 
 
       Check  

 Credit Card:         Visa         MasterCard         American Express         Discover 

_____________________________________ ________________ _______ 

Card Number Expiration Date CVC 

_____________________________________ 

Card Holder (name as it appears on card) 
 

Please mail completed form to: 
 
F500 Advisory Inc. 
19762 MacArthur Blvd. Suite 200 
Irvine, CA 92612 
Attention CPA CE Class 
 
For more information: 
Call: Debra Stroman 
949-502-6807 
 
Fax: 949-476-2552 


